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Interrupted for a Miracle

An Exegesis of Mark 5:21-36 – King James Versions
And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea. 

And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 

And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. 

And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him. 

And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 

And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 

When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. 

For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 

And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. 

And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes? 

And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 

And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 

But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. 

And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 

While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? 

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 

There were many other instances where people touched the border of his garment and where those that touched him were made whole, but it was the woman with an issue of blood that he made an example of. It was the woman with the issue of blood who stands out as a clear and simple example that Jesus came to break down the barriers that religion had put up. Here in the midst of a man, a good upstanding Jewish man, who by all means should have had the full attention of Jesus, who was seeking healing for hi daughter who was at death’s bed, his daughter who was his only child, his daughter who was nearing the end of her life and his daughter who was twelve years old, in the midst of this, comes a woman and interrupts his miracles But this was important an interruption because women everywhere needed to know, needed to understand that we too, with our bloody vessels, our weak hands, our wounded hearts, our pierced souls, our lonely lives, can come up to the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords and touch not him as it was illegal to touch a priest, but touch the border of his garment and be made whole. This woman crawled, limped and made her way through a crowd of persons, unnoticed by some but noticed by the God who was looking at her through eyes of compassion and allowed the interruption to occur so that she could be healed. He wanted us to know, women and men alike that in him there are no boundaries, there are no barriers that will keep us from him, from his garment, from his healing power and from his word.  

This is the familiar story that we have heard preached for years and right in the middle of this story is another story of another daughter who is on the verge of death and she is twelve years old. She was born the year this woman began her journey in this illness which would bring her to the feet of the savior. One born twelve years earlier who is on the verge of death and one who bled for twelve years on the verge of a miracle and yet in the middle of it all is a savior who is inviting us in to see something profound. At the center of this story is a savior who will allow himself to be interrupted briefly to touch the lives of two females in a story about men. The Spirit of God allows this story to be included in all three Gospels (Matthew 9:18-26 and Luke 8:41-56) so that we can understand that Jesus came to include the female and that the new gospel indeed is inclusive. How different are these two people who were seeking a miracle; the woman who in Jewish custom is not to be seen or heard but to stay in the background and a small child is even of less importance than the woman whether male or female and yet the master touches them both.

 In the midst of the story is Jairus who is the ideal Jewish male
, rich, a ruler, a worker in the synagogue and a person whose responsibilities were administrative and included such things as looking after the building and supervising the worship. Although he was upstanding, important and a leader in the community and was a Jewish male, he had one thing in common with the woman. He had a need and he was desperate. 

How many of you know that when you have a need, it does not matter hat your position is, it does not matter who you are or where you come from. You have a need and you need jesus. It does not matter how much money you got in the bank, you still need jesus. You can be from the white house or the outhouse, you need jesus. You can be from this side of the tracks or that side of the tracks, you still need jesus. He had a need! His daughter was twelve years old and was dying and the woman had been bleeding for as long as his daughter was alive.

 We don’t know a lot about this woman but we do know what we need to know. We don’t know her name but her name is my name, her name is your name. We all have issues. We don’t know where she lived. But she lives where i live and she lives where you live. We all have issues where we live. We know nothing of her family and friends. We do know that her family and her friends couldn’t help her. We only know that she was desperate enough to break all rules and interrupt the savior for a miracle that day. We don’t know how old she was but that she was old to know where her deliverance was. She was old enough to hear about Jesus and know that if she was going to be healed, if she was going to be set free, if her issue would be wiped away, she had to touch Jesus.

 This woman suffered a very long time. She suffered 12 years times 12 months which means she suffered 4,380 days spending her life bleeding, feeling bloated, suffering cramping, daily discomfort and utter inconvenience. She also spent herself into poverty as she went from doctor to doctor trying to get well. She spends all and is no better as she is told by doctor after doctor that there is no hope for her . 

We also see that all of her searching for a cure was in vain as she grew worse each day. Her existence was wretched because she was in a constant state of uncleanness and would be shunned by everyone since contact would render others unclean. According to the restrictions found in Leviticus 15:25-33. This type of woman would be called a zabah and was a total outcast.
   Leviticus 15: 25 – When a woman has a discharge of blood for many days at a time other than her monthly period or has a discharge that continues beyond her period, she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge, just as in the days of her period. Any bed she lies on while her discharge continues is unclean as is her bed during her monthly period and verse 27 says that whoever touches them will be unclean and must wash his clothes and bathe with water and he will be unclean till evening

But with all of this, she had one thing going on. She heard about Jesus. That is all you need when you are desperate, when you are suffering, when you are broke, busted and disgusted. All you need is to hear about Jesus. 

She Heard That Jesus Was A Healer, She Heard That Jesus Was A Deliverer, She Heard That Jesus Was A Doctor In The Sick Room, She Heard That Jesus Was The Balm Of Gilead, She Heard That Jesus Was Jehovah Rophe. She Heard About Jesus!
She heard about Jesus and came out of her desperate situation, she came out of her loneliness, she came out of her agony and took a risk, and she took a chance and stepped on the pages of history as a woman who dared to touch the King of King and the Lord of Lords. She came forth as a ostracized, unclean vessel and interrupted another person’s miracle for her own and the Savior stopped and searched her out and called her out and would not let her hide in the crowd but that must have been her intention. To touch him, to be healed and to go quietly away but that is not to be so when we become even unwilling disciples of the Christ.  She becomes exposed, she becomes seen, and she becomes the person on center stage who interrupts the miracle of a twelve year old girl for her own 12 year old condition. She was close enough to hear Jairus plea but could not let this moment pass. HOW ABOUT YOU. DON’TLET YOUR MOMENT PASS YOU BY. WHEN JESUS IS IN THE MIDST, WHEN JESUS IS MOVING, WHEN JESUS IS CALLING, DON’T LET YOUR MOMENT PASS YOU BY. DON’T WORRY ABOUT FOLKS, THEY CAN’T HEAL YOU. Don’t worry about anyboDy. Be like ths woman and come running, come crawling, come limping, come skipping, come any way you can to get what you need from Jesus. Don’t miss your Moment. Jesus is waiting for you to interrupt him for your miracle! 

This woman didn’t worry. She was close enough to know that she shouldn’t be so close but could not help herself. So, in desperation, she reached out and touched the Priestly garment and caused virtue to go out of Christ into not only her diseased, unclean body but into her soul. We know this because the Master told her that she was whole, lacking in nothing. 

She became an example for us as she believed that Jesus and Jesus alone now was her only hope for a healing, for a cure, for a chance to participate in society. She believed that he could heal her and she thought within herself as she moved toward him “If only I can just touch his clothes, I will be healed and the bible tells us that immediately her bleeding stopped. I believe that Jesus knew that she was healed even before virtue went out of him because as we have seen throughout scriptures, she was willing to risk everything for her healing. She understood what she was doing. This woman was willing to break social taboos and put all social protocol aside to get what she needed from Jesus. SHE DIDN’T CARE ABOUT THE RULES, SHE DIDN’T CARE ABOUT THE SOCIAL CLUBS AND THE WOMEN WHO LOOKED DOWN ON HER. SHE WANTED TO TOUCH JESUS. SHE DIDN’T CARE ABOUT SOCIAL STANDARDS AND PROTOCOL, SHE DIDN’T CARE ABOUT ETIQUETTE AND WHAT SHE SHOULD BE DOING AND SHOULDN’T BE DOING. ALL OF YOU OUT THERE WHO LOOK DOWN YOUR NOSES AT PEOPLE AND SAY IT DON’T TAKE ALL THAT, WHAT DO YOU KNOW?  WAIT UNTIL YOUR CHILD IS ON DRUGS, WAIT UNTIL YOUR HUSBAND IS IN TROUBLE, WAIT UNTIL YOU FIND A LUMP IN YOUR BODY! YOU WILL FIND OUT WHAT IT TAKES. YOU WILL DO WHAT YOU HAVE TO GET A MIRACLE. YOU WILL BEG, BORROW, SNOT, CRY, HOLLAR, SCREAM AND DO WHATEVER IT TAKES TO GET WHAT YOU NEED FROM JESUS. NEVER LOOK AT SOMEONE ELSE AND SAY IT DON’T TAKE ALL THAT! Shut your mouth and thank God for your own blessings!

This woman knew that Jesus was her only hope and she was willing to put her hope in Jesus. She was not intimidated by the large, dangerous crowd and moved forward to be heal and Jesus knew what she was thinking. WHEN YOU NEED A MIRACLE FROM GOD, FORGET ABOUT THE PEOPLE, WHEN YOU KNOW YOU NEED TO BE SAVED, SSTOP WORRYING ABOUT WHO IS LOOKING AT YOU. WOULDN’T IT BE SAD THAT YOU SAT HERE IN CHURCH SUNDAY AFTER SUNDAY HEARING THE ALTAR CALL AND DIDN’T GET UP TO BE SAVED BECAUSE YOU DIDN’T WANT PEOPLE TO SEE YOU! WHAT DO YOU CARE ABOUT PEOPLE! Get up and get saved today, right now if you need to. Hell is waiting for you and some of the people looking at you. Get what you need and don’t be intimidated by people!

Jesus knows what you are thinking and he knew what she was thinking. He heard her thoughts and answered her before she reached out and touched. Her thoughts of belief set the stage for her healing but her activating those thoughts by reaching out in faith and courage and touching him is what brought it all about. It did take courage to touch and move on her faith. She could have been stoned for what she did. But the soothing, compassionate Savior who came to show the world that he was an inclusive God, only asked her to acknowledge her healing, to acknowledge what she did and being found out, she had no choice but to come forth and say with trembling voice, that it was her and Jesus now becomes the Father figure that was standing in front of him in the person of Jairus. Jairus is a father who is concerned for his little daughter who is twelve years old and lay dying and Jesus is that same father with his little daughter, the woman with the issue of blood who had not been touched for twelve long years, who had a lonely bed and a lonely life for twelve years. She touches him and he heals her and tells her that she is whole and then at the same time, Jairus servants come and tell them that his young daughter is dead but Jesus now having experienced the feelings and compassion of a father turns and goes with Jairus and raises his daughter up. Two daughters, two fathers, one savior.

This daughter is an example to us. She reached out to Jesus while he was immersed in a large crowd. She forced her way through the crowd to get to him when she heard he was in town. She came up behind him and tried to touch him. She touched the edge or the border of his robe. It is quite possible that she almost missed him and only touched the tassels on the corner of the shimla (Jewish cloak) that would have been hanging down his back. She could have missed him. But it did not matter, now, she was close enough to touch him.. She only had to activate the healing by touching him and then acknowledging what she did. She believed Jesus would help her, even though she interrupted Him as He on His way to heal the mortally ill daughter of Jairus, a synagogue leader and man of social prominence. She interrupted a man of importance to touch a man of more importance so that her own important issue could be remedied. This is what desperation will do. It will cause you to take risks and interrupt the status quo. WE ARE LIVING IN A WORLD TODAY WHERE PEOPLE ARE DESPERATE. THAT IS WHY THE FASTEST GROWING CHURCHES ARE CHURCHES THAT ALLOW PEOPLE TO RUN TO THE ALTAR WHENEVER THEY WANT TO. WHAT DOES IT MATTER AS LONG AS THEY COME! THE PROBLEM WITH SOME OF US AS I MENTIONED BEFORE IS THAT WE DON’T HAVE SENSE ENOUGH TO COME. YES I SAID IT! IT IS STUPID TO SIT IN YOUR SEAT SUNDAY AFTER SUNDAY AND GO TO HELL FOR NO REASON!  THIS WOMAN INTERRUPTED SOMEONE ELSE’S MIRACLE FOR ONE OF HER OWN AND JESUS HEALED HER! DON’T WAIT FOR THE PERFECT TIME. IT COULD BE RIGHT NOW, TODAY. DON’T MISS IT! This is what Jesus did and came to show us. He came to show us that he was risking his life and indeed ultimately gave up his life to show that the Kingdom is inclusive and can be interrupted for the lowly and the weary, it can be interrupted for women and it can be interrupted for child. 

The result was that her faith, her touch, her risks, her courage, all paid off. Jesus received her because he knew in his spirit that she had a need and would out of desperation act on that need. Mark in his gospel, tells us that Jesus saw her. This is amazing because he was speaking to Jairus about his twelve year old daughter and yet he saw this woman reach out and touch him. This tells us that Jesus sees us in our weakness, he sees us in our conditions but he also sees us when we reach out to him in faith. There were others in that crowd that day who touched him but she had a special touch. Her touch was filled with faith and desperation and she was to Jesus what the twelve year old girl was to Jairus. She was his daughter. Jesus controlled his power. He let it go out only to her and not to everyone who touched him. Jesus did not have to touch her nor did she have to touch him but he chose to heal in this manner because he wanted to show the inclusiveness of the Kingdom. Women were welcome to touch the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, no matter their condition. He saved her from her illness but he also saved her soul.  She was healed immediately and she felt it in herself.   

By Jesus making her a public spectacle, he demonstrated that she was now socially acceptable and could no longer be ostracized by the public. He made her an open part of the Kingdom of God by calling her daughter.     In front of everyone she had to make a confession and that is what we are called to do. We have to publicly confess our salvation so that others can come and hear and be saved and be healed and be made whole. Jesus did that for her and he can do that for us. He will interrupt anything to save his daughters and his sons. 

Her response was one of worship. She fell at his feet in trembling and in fear and told him the truth. She testified in front of everyone                 

           We can learn a great deal from  this woman and her interruption that day. We can learn that Jesus knows what we are thinking but will honor our faith when we act on it. Jesus is approachable by us regardless of our condition and gender. He has made salvation and discipleship available to all. We see the compassion and love of Jesus in this story. He knew about Jairus daughter and the desperate situation. He knew that the daughter would die but he stopped long enough to allow a daughter who needed him to touch him and be made whole. He allowed an interruption for a miracle. That is the savior we worship and adore. That is the savior that makes me as a woman, willing to ignore society’s rules about women’s role in the church and do what I am called to do. We can understand often times Jesus will allow situations in our lives that will cause us to touch him one more time.

Let’s daily interrupt the King of Kings as he performs miracles, saves souls and delivers to just simply touch him and receive wholeness in our lives.
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