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Just Say I Will

After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the Sabbath

The Book of John is a fascinating Book of the Bible and is quite different from the other three books we know as the Gospel. John does not begin with background information. John gets right to the point just like the Book of Genesis. In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God. We don’t have to know who his daddy was, his mamma nor whether he was laid in a manger or in a bascinet. We just need to know right now that he was the Word and that Word was and is God. Not that the other isn’t important but I think John says to himself, I’ve got to let the people know the real important stuff if my writings are going to be meaningful and so from the beginning of John’s writings until the end, we see Jesus pictured as a meaningful reflection of God the Father and we see him on the move. It is almost breathless if you were to try to focus on his footsteps. Let’s take a look at what we find in the chapters leading to and surrounding our key text for today.

In Chapter 1, John introduces us to Jesus as the Word of God, the Light of God , the Lamb of God and the Annointed of God.

In Chapter 2, John introduces us to Jesus as the Provider of God and one who can change the elements as he changes the water into wine at the wedding of Cana. There is a lot in this passage but this is not our focus today but I will say that John also introduces Jesus to us as the Joy of God because in scriptures wine symbolizes Joy. Also in chapter 2, John shows Jesus as the Temple of God when he says that in three days, THIS temple will be destroyed but will raise in three days. Jesus is moving and John is showing us who Jesus is as he moves throughout the land.  Tell someone, Jesus is on his way and all you have to do is say “I Will”. 

In Chapter 3, John introduces Jesus to us as the Salvation of God as he ministers to Nicodemus and tells him that except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. He also shows Jesus as the Gift of God in that God so loved the world that he gave his only begotton son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but shall have everlasting life. Just say I will!

As we move forward to Chapter 4, John introduces Jesus as the Water of God and shows Jesus as a well of water sitting on a well of water asking for water from a person looking for water who needed the water not in the stone well but from the human well standing in front of her.  Tell somebody, I Will!   In the latter part of Chapter 4, Jesus comes across a nobleman in distress because his son is sick at the point of death. Jesus sends the Word of God to the little boy’s body and it does exactly what he sends it to do. It does not return void but the Boy lives and does not die. The Word of God and the will of God was confirmed when they asked what time was the Word sent and what time did the boy raise up and it was the same time. Jesus is baaaaad! And he is on the move!. Tell someone, Jesus is on his way! Just say I will!

Now we come to scripture that gets my attention. As Jesus is traveling throughout the land doing all kinds of miracles, turning water into wine, healing the lame, raising the dead, whatever, he goes up to Jerusalem and comes to a pool called Bethesda. 

First of all, it is not a pretty scene that people may have imagined. It is located by the sheep gate which is the market where sheep are brought to be sold for sacrifices. There are nasty, dirty sheep everywhere and they smell. Have you ever smelled a sheep? Not pretty! And along with the sheep is the stuff they leave behind which is also everywhere along with flies and maggots. So, it is not pretty. So get the pretty picture out of your head. Jesus doesn’t come looking for pretty places. If you think he is going to come just because you are all dressed up in your nice suit and pretty hat, forget it. If you think he is going to come just because you smell good, forget it. He is attracted to the dirty, stinking smelly places! Just say I Will.

Next, we see that there is a pool that has five porches and it is called Bethesda. Bethesda’s name gives us an indication of why Jesus may have stopped here. It means the House of Mercy. And the number five is always associated with the Grace of God. So at this pool near the smelly sheep gate, we find Grace and Mercy in the same place! How many of you need a little Grace and Mercy today? Just say I Will! 

We also see that there is a multitude of people laying around the pool and not just a multitude but my bible says that there is a GREAT multitude of people laying around. Also not very pretty! These people are filled with wounds, sores, some have lain there for years and they probably smell.  The bible describes these people in one way. The bible says they are impotent! Impotent means that they have no power to do anything about their condition. They are without power, without means and without anyone to help them. They are powerless. Anybody in the house who feels impotent today?  Not only are they described as Impotent but the Apostle gives us a deeper look at their condition and describes them in three different ways

1) Blind – Can’t see. Can’t recognize any thing, Nothing is clear.

2) Halt – Slow to move, crippled, twisted, untrusting

3) Withered  - Used to have life, used to be happy, used to have strength, weak, can’t move.

But what are they doing? They are all sitting waiting for the moving of the Water! The reason is because of the theory that at a certain season an angel comes along and stirs up the water and the first person in is healed.  This is interesting enough but the writer points out one specific person who has lain there for a very long time. Thirty Eight years to be exact. Can you imagine that! Some of you are not even thirty eights years old. So imagine being in this place with the smelly sheep, the sick and lame people all around begging and crying for thirty eight years waiting and waiting and waiting! But what he didn’t know was that his wait was almost over. Tell somebody, your wait is almost over, Jesus is on his way and all you have to do is Say I Will!

Keep in mind that there is a multitude, perhaps thousands of people laying around the pool, old people, young people, men, women, boys, girls, all kinds of people waiting around the pool and Jesus stops by to talk to this one man! Jesus did a puzzling thing though. He asked the man what would seem to be a ridiculous question. He asked him one questions – Will you be made whole? What kind of question is that I would say? Of course I want to be whole? Why do you think I am here? Why do you think I have waited here for 38 years! Of Course I want to be made whole. But the man didn’t say that… He gave excuses!!!! 

He said I have nobody to help me

I have nobody to put me in the pool

When I start out, others get ahead of me

Jesus ignored his excuses and told him simply – Take your bed, get up and walk.  Three simple commands.  Take your bed (pick up the thing that has held you down) and you carry it. Get up, quit laying down waiting, quit laying around waiting for someone else to help you, quit looking for a handout and get a hand up and walk. Move, go somewhere. Three commands! Jesus is asking you the same question today. Do you want to be made whole? What is your excuse? Howe long have you been laying there waiting for someone else to do for you what you can do for yourself. Are you willing to be helped? The most interesting thing about this story as I begin to wrap it up is the fact that the people were laying around waiting for the water to move and guess what… The Water did move and had been been moving since the beginning of time. In the old testament the Spirit of God moved over the waters and everything that was created was created. Water was moving in Genesis when God used water to destroy the earth but promised not to do it again while saving eight people . Water was moving when the red sea stepped aside so that there was A division between the former slave and the freed salves. The water was moving.  Water ran out of a dry rock in as weary land. That Rock was Jesus who issued forth water to dry thirsty souls. Moving water. We see wells of water at Jacobs well and water again as the children of Israel crossed the Jordan into the promised land. Water. David said he leadeth me beside still waters. Water, water, water and then we come to the book of John and we see the water moving toward destiny.

In Chapter 1 – We see Jesus walking and moving toward the Jordan river to be baptized in the water by John the Baptist wherein his father says… This is my son in whom I am well pleased. The water in the water moving!

In Chapter 2 – We see the water moving toward Cana of Galilee to a wedding. Here we find that the Water has turned natural water into wine leaving Joy behind. The water turns water into wine and is still moving

In Chapter 3 -  We see the water moving toward a Jew named Nicodemus who tells him that a man must be born of the Water and of the Spirit in order to see the things of God and to enter into the Kingdom of God! You must be born again. The water represents the Spirit of God and is moving

In Chapter 4 – We see the Water sitting on a well of water waiting for a sinner woman to come give him a drink of water. A well sitting on a well. This woman drinks of the living Water and an entire town is saved! The water on the water giving water and is still moving.

Now the water had arrived to the place of Grace and Mercy and demonstrated to the person that had waited the longest that your wait is over, the water is moving and all you have to do is say I Will. What about you today. The water is moving right now. Under the power of the Holy Ghost, I am anointed to lay hands on you and speak life into your blind eyes, your halted body and your withered limbs. All you have to do is say I Will. Is there anyone willing today to say, I have had enough of excuses, I want my life changed, I want to see where I am going. I want to be whole, I don’t want to be weak and lame anymore. I am coming out of my seat and get what God has for me as the Water of God is poured out today. I am tired of excuses. I am tired of other people telling me what I can’t be and what I can’t do. I Will! I am tired of sitting around waiting for someone else to help me. I Will! I am tired of being in bondage to this condition. I Will! I am tired of being tired I Will, I Will, I Will!

But as we know, Jesus is not just water. He is the Alpha and Omega. He is the Almighty God, the Balm of Gilead, The Calmer of the Seas, The deliverer, The door, The Everlasting Father, The Faithful and True. He is God, He is Holy, he is Healer, He is Infinite, He is Jehovah Jireh, He is King of King, Lord of Lords, He is Mighty, He Never fails, He is omniponent, omnipresent and ominiscient, He is Prince of Peace, He is the quencher for my thirst. He is the Righteousness of God, He is refuge in the midst of trouble, He is shelter in the midst of a storm.  He is my Salvation, He is the stone the builders rejected. He is the Shepherd. He is true. He is Unfailing, He is victorious. He is the Well that never runs dry. He is xtraordinary.He is xray vision in my dark places. He is Yes when everything else is no. He is the Zeta (He is the END… Nothing comes before him and nothing comes after him. He is Omega. 

He is asking today – Will you Be Made Whole. I dare you to say I Will!
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