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Scripture Reference – Luke 8:1-3

And Matt 22

The character that we will be looking at today demonstrates the power of being loosed by love to love and serve more than any other character in the new testament and it is fitting that as women who no matter our station in life, no matter how long we have been save and no matter our stature in the church, still need to be loosed from something. Because it is not until we are truly loosed and understand what we are loosed to do, that we will walk into what the Lord has called us to. It is no mistake that this wonderful character has a profound place in the scripture and that our brethren who would like to prohibit women from bringing the gospel continuously ignore. The point to be made in my synopsis and resulting message to you is that we are not just loosed to love but we are indeed loosed to serve!

Who is the character we are speaking of? She is none other than Mary of Magdalene. No, her last name is not Magdalene as so many have mistakenly surmised. It is from the town of Magdala that she comes.  It is ironic that the name Magdalene means tower or castle so we begin to see where her strength and power comes from. And, why the writer Luke feels it is necessary to tell us this much more about her when he did not provide the same details about the other women that made up the company of Certain women. This woman was loosed to love and loosed to serve.

What we know at first glance of Mary is that she has been delivered from 7 demons. The writer tells us that all of the women had problems from which the soothing savior has delivered them but this woman had 7 demons that the writer thought it important that she be mentioned. I can only surmise what it would have been like to deal with one demon but my frail mind can not begin to guess what life would have been like with 7 devils. Living with one devil in my house is indeed a challenge but life with 7 devils is beyond anything I want to know about, think about or deal with. How about you? The writer does not tell us what these 7 demons are but we can surmise from what we know about the number 7 which means completeness. In this case, this woman had a complete case of demons. In other words, she had the complete package of devils from every angle that made her life a living hell.

So to be set free from this certain life of misery to a life of free will and peace would lead one to be loosed to love and loosed to serve.

It is imperative that we understand what she struggled with if we are to understand why she loved the master who had loosed her so. She is our pure example of what our response should be when we are loosed from the hold of demons who come into our lives to kill, steal and destroy.  When we look at these 7 demons here we should see where we are and which one we are dealing with. 

The bible tells us that she had seven demons and although we do not have time to get into detail about these seven demons now, I will list them and you can determine with the help of the Holy Spirit which of these areas you need deliverance from.

Demon 1 Pride – This is a very subtle one and can easily hide behind religion and haughty attitudes

Demon 2 Envy – Many of us are envious of others even in the church. We need to come to the conclusion that what God has for me is for me and what he has for you is for you. We will all walk in the blessing the Lord has for us. There is no need for us to give our lives over to envy.

Demon 3 Anger – While the Bible does say to be angry and sin not and we know that God and Jesus both demonstrated anger, we are not to walk in anger and frustration. Anger comes out of rebellion and disobedience and can open up the door for bondage in many areas in our lives.

Demon 4 Intemperance – We can walk in self control. It is a characteristic of the Fruit of the Spirit. We walk not after the flesh but the Spirit and we can no longer use excuses to behave and do what we do in the church and in our communities as Christians. 

Demon 5 Lasciviousness – As a man thinketh, so is he is such a true statement. Even if we do not physically engage in lewd and ungodly acts, just thinking about them opens the door to bondage in this area. We must be prayerful about what we look at, what we read and what we open ourselves up to. A deed is a thought first. We must pull down the strongholds that capture our minds daily by what we read in the magazines and watch on TV. Doors to bondage are opened in many different ways. Be careful what you look at and think about.

Demon 6 Covetousness – This one is so prevalent in the church today. We have our eyes on what belongs to others and say “I want that”. We can not have what God has blessed others with. The fact that this was one of the commandments shows us how easy it is to fall into the trap of covetousness. Let’s be careful about what we go after and desire. See ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and everything you need will be given to you. Delight in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart. Keep your eyes off what belongs to others.

Demon 7 Spiritual Sloth – There is such a pervasive attitude of “do nothing” in our church today. We want others to do the studying and we want to reap it. We want others to pray and we want the anointing. We want others to fast and we want deliverance. We want others to spend time with God and we want his presence. We want the Praise Team to pump us up. We want everyone to do everything and we want to reap the benefits. We are becoming spiritually sloths and the world is going to hell. Let’s wake up church and study, pray, fast and worship and praise God. Bondage in this area is prevalent in the church.

Believe me as perfectly manicured and coiffed as each of you are out there in the audience. Everyone of you, present company included, is, has been or will be dealing with one of these demons at some point in your life and it is of utmost importance that we recognize our need for deliverance and confront the demons within so that they then can be confronted by the one with the power to command that we be loosed from their hold.  But, I digress. We will come back later and take a good look at these 7 devils and let the chips or should I say devils fall where they may. 

In looking further at the character of Mary of Magdala, we find her in five specific places. Let’s take a look.

First – we find her in demonic bondage. 

Second – we find her a liberated soul in the Lord

Third – we find her in journey with the Lord as he went about doing the will of his Father. At every point, there was Mary of Magdala.

Fourth – we find her at the cross

Fifth – We find her at the tomb

It is profoundly interesting that no other character in the entire new testament is written of and said to be in all five of these places. They each represent something very significant in our lives and are pivotal in our desire to be loosed to love and then loosed to serve.

In Bondage – We all at some point in our lives were delivered from darkness into this marvelous light. We were all in demonage bondage

A liberated soul – The Lord has saved us all from a life of torment from the powers of evil and we can walk in the peace of the Lord. We are all liberated souls.

But, it is at the last three stations that will determine whether we have been loosed to love and loosed to serve for real. Yes, we all say I am loosed. But after the so called loosing, what are you doing? Are you journeying with the Lord as he leads? Are you telling others about him? Where the Lord was, Mary was. We sing a song, where he leads… I will follow. Not!

In Journeying – We must be about the business of the Lord. We must be where he leads. We must journey with him

At the cross – The place of death and burial. We will never be resurrected to the new life that the Lord has called us to until we die to our selfish ways and say yes to his will and yes to his way. We say yes Lord, Yes.

Finally – In the Garden….  We, who die with him, will rise with him and can even now be seated in heavenly places.

Wherever you are today, reading or listening to this message, you can be loosed to love and loosed to serve.

It is enough to be loosed and let go but you must also be loosed to serve. We see this in this example because the fact that our heroine was not just loosed and that was not the end of her story for we see her not only at the foot of the cross with the Mother of our Lord but we see her there as they took his body down prepared to anoint him for burial but alas, the time would not permit it. So. We see her again at the tomb wondering what happened to the body she came to anoint. And we see her remain as the manly disciples run away and hide. She and she alone is the one who sees the Master upon his resurrection. She is the one, he gives the command to go and tell them that I have risen. She is the one with the Word in her mouth. Are women called to Serve? Indeed we are but we must be loosed to love and then loosed to serve. Are you ready to be loosed to love and to serve. If you are, I ask that you stand to your feet and join me here at this alter confessing inwardly to the Lord those areas in which you need loosing. 

If you are reading this message, then you can bow right where you are and pray this prayer.

Lord – I am in bondage and need to be free. I trust you Lord and ask you now to loose me and let me go to Love and to Serve. I believe based on your word that I am free to love and to serve. Thank you for liberty to love, to live and to serve. In Jesus Name, Amen
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